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1. Authority 

Section 41(3) of the Government Organization Act gives the Manager of nəwəyə̓ł šxʷq̓eq̓aʔxən 

(Education), the authority to manage education programs on behalf of Executive Council. Further, 

Section 2 of the Instructional Support Services Regulation states the Manager of nəwəy̓əł šxʷq̓eq̓aʔxən, 

or their delegate, has the delegated authority to provide instructional support services to Tsawwassen 

students. 

2. Definitions 

In this policy: 

a) “Department” means the nəwəy̓əł šxʷq̓eq̓aʔxən (Education) department. 

b) “Educational Assessment” means a learning development assessment that identifies an 
individual’s learning style and needs, including giftedness, neurodevelopmental disorders, and 
learning disabilities. 

c) “Education Program Assistant” means the Education Program Assistant of the Department. 

d) “Education Program” means education services provided from kindergarten to grade 12, 
recognized by the corresponding provincial or state authority. 

e) “Fiscal year” means TFN’s fiscal year, beginning on April 1 of a given year and ending on March 
31 of the following year. 

f) “Guardian” has the same meaning as in the BC Family Law Act.  

g) “Manager” means the manager of nəwəy̓əł šxʷq̓eq̓aʔxən (Education). 

h) “Primary Caregiver” means the parent or guardian primarily responsible for the care and 
upbringing of a student.  

i) “Program” means a grant or service provided by Tsawwassen First Nation Government under 
this policy, as set out in Schedule A. 

j) “School year” means the months a student is enrolled in an Education Program and generally 
starts September of a given year and ends June of the following year. 

k) “Student” means a Tsawwassen Member or a child of a Tsawwassen Member enrolled in 
school from kindergarten to grade 12. 

l) “TFN” means Tsawwassen First Nation.  

3. Purpose and Vision  

This policy guides the delivery of the various programs provided to Students from kindergarten to grade 

12. TFN’s vision is that all Students can thrive and realize their potential at all grade levels, and will be 

provided with opportunities that lead them to pursue their post-secondary education or employment 

goals. 
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4. Application 

This policy applies to Students who live both on- and off-Tsawwassen Lands, including outside Canada. 

Some Programs are limited by the ability to provide services in proximity to Tsawwassen Lands, while 

others are targeted to specific age groups. Students who are not Tsawwassen Members but are children 

of Tsawwassen Members are only eligible for Education Support Programs. The Department is 

responsible for administering this policy.  

5. Privacy and Confidentiality 

Students’ personal information may be collected, retained, used, and disclosed in accordance with the 

Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 

Educational Assessment reports are confidential and are the property of the Student and/or the 

Guardian acting on their behalf. A Guardian may determine whether to release the information to the 

school or TFN, or redact information deemed sensitive.  

6. Application and Payment Process  

An applicant for funding under this policy must submit a completed Kindergarten – Grade 12 Application 

Form to the Education Program Assistant. The Programs are listed in Schedule A to this policy. In the 

case of an inconsistency between this section and Schedule A, Schedule A prevails. All payments are in 

Canadian Dollars.  

6.1. Application Form  

To be considered complete, the application must:  

• Indicate the Programs applied for;  

• Indicate the payment recipient;  

• Include the Guardian’s direct deposit information, and in the case of the 

Student Allowances Program, also the Student’s direct deposit information;  

• Include an invoice if the payment recipient is an organization;  

• Where indicated, include signature by the Primary Caregiver or both Guardians.  

TFN will pay the funds, provide services, or both, as soon as reasonably possible after 

the application is approved.  

6.1.1.  Custody Arrangements  

Guardians and Primary Caregivers may be required to provide 
documentation regarding custody arrangements to the Education 
Program Assistant. The Department may withhold payments until 
sufficient proof of a custody arrangement is provided.   

6.2. Payment Terms  

Payments can be made to: 
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• A Guardian or a Primary Caregiver; 

• A Student; or 

• An organization providing educational goods or services.  

All payments to a Guardian or Student are by direct deposit. For most Programs, the 

first preference is to make payments to a Guardian or Student; however, the 

Department may pay organizations directly if reimbursement would create a financial 

hardship for the family or if it leads to more efficient service delivery on behalf of a 

Guardian or Student.   

6.2.1.  Retroactive Payments 

TFN will not make retroactive payments if an application deadline is 
missed, unless otherwise stated in Schedule A.  

6.2.2. Receipts  

Receipts must be provided for reimbursement-based Programs. Receipts 

may be digital or hardcopy and must: 

• Include the date of payment;  

• Detail the eligible activity;  

• Not be handwritten; and  

• be from the current fiscal year.  

6.2.3. Reimbursement Program Limits 

For reimbursement Programs with a defined limit, an applicant may 
submit multiple applications until the limit is met. Unused amounts are 
forfeited and do not roll over into future years.  

If an activity or support is cancelled following reimbursement, the 
returned funds may be applied to another eligible activity or returned to 
the Manager. 

6.2.4. External Grants  

Members are encouraged to apply for external grants and supports; 
however, TFN will only reimburse amounts that are not already from 
another external source. If an item or service is purchased with a mix of 
TFN and external funds, then the recipient must advise TFN. 

Example: A family purchases a $1800 computer for their grade 12 student. 
They submit the application form indicating they received $1000 from the 
Province of BC for the computer. TFN reimburses $800.00.      

 

Schedule A - K-12 Education Programs  
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The following table sets out the Education Support Programs available under this policy. Guardians and 

Students are encouraged to contact the Education Program Assistant with any eligibility or process 

questions. Where any Program has an exception from the Policy as set out above, it is noted in the 

“Program-Specific Requirements” column.  

Tsawwassen Member Students Only   

Reimbursement Programs  

1. Child and Youth Grants Program  

Eligible 

Students  

Program Purpose  Benefit Description  Application 

Deadline 

Program Specific 

Requirements  

All ages  Financial support 

for participation in 

organized extra-

curricular activities 

Up to $500 per fiscal year for organized 

programs and activities provided by a 

recognized authority. 

Can include tutoring, sports, music, or 

clubs related to science, arts, or physical 

activity. 

March 31st 

each fiscal 

year. 

• Itemized receipts or 

invoice required. 

• Retroactive claims from 

the previous year can 

be accepted but will 

apply against the 

current fiscal year. 

2. Mandatory School Related Equipment and Supplies and Full Participation in School 

Trips Program  

Eligible 

Students  

Program Purpose  Benefit Description  Application 

Deadline 
Program Specific 

Requirements  

Grades 6 -

12  

Financial support 

for Students’ full 

participation in 

mandatory school-

related programs 

and field trips. 

Up to $300 per school year for 

mandatory: 

- school trips that are class- or school-

wide and/or included in the school 

curriculum, such as, but not limited 

to, grade 6 and grade 7 skiing and 

camping trips; and 

- school-related equipment or 

supplies for a for-credit school 

course, such as, but not limited to: 

o purchase or rentals of band 

equipment for music class; and 

Ongoing.  • Documentation proving 

the supplies or trip is 

mandatory and an 

invoice is required. 

• Items covered under 

other Programs are not 

eligible (such as school 

supplies, technology 

products, graduation 

expenses, and optional 

extra-curricular 

activities).  
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o woodworking or welding 

supplies for a trades-related 

course. 

3. Education Technology Program  

Eligible 

Students 
Program Purpose Benefit Description 

Application 

Deadline  

Program Specific 

Requirements 

All ages To provide 

Students access to 

equipment for 

schoolwork and 

homework, as well 

as remote school 

education 

activities, for full 

participation in 

Education 

Programs. 

Up to $1000 every four years for: 

a) Kindergarten to grade 3 – age-

appropriate iPad intended for 

simple tasks, including, but not 

limited to, educational games 

and educational support 

software; and 

b) Grade 4 to grade 12 – age-

appropriate iPad or laptop for 

tasks related but not limited to, 

document management, data 

analysis, and internet 

communication. 

The Manager may approve up to an 

additional $500 for purchase of 

educational software programs, tools, 

or accessories for the iPad and/or 

laptop for students with special 

requirements, if recommended by an 

educator.  

At the start of each fiscal year, the 

Manager and Manager of the 

Information Technology Department 

will review Student eligibility for 

technological equipment based on age-

appropriate use and learning. 

Ongoing, 

no 

deadline. 

• TFN may purchase 

equipment on behalf of a 

Student. 

• Receipts or invoice 

required if the applicant 

is seeking 

reimbursement. 

• A family may spend a 

higher amount on 

eligible equipment and 

be reimbursed up to 

$1000.00.  

• TFN-provided equipment 

provided to a Student 

must be used for 

educational purposes 

only, which includes 

schoolwork, homework, 

and other activities 

deemed appropriate by a 

Guardian for the 

Student’s education. 

Grant and Direct Support Programs  

1. Instructional Support Program  



   

nəwəy̓əł Kindergarten to Grade 12 Programs Policy (2025) 6
  

Eligible 

Students 
Program Purpose Benefit Description 

Deadline to 

Apply 

Program Specific 

Requirements 

All ages To provide financial 

support for school-

related costs.  

Up to $200 per school year for: 

- School supplies (eg: notebooks, 

pens, paper, binders);  

- Education fees (eg: yearly fees, 

yearbooks).  

School fines and payment for lost 

textbooks are not eligible. 

Ongoing, 

apply in 

August to 

receive in 

time for 

September 

Receipts not required. 

 

2. Educational Assessments Program  

Eligible 

Students 
Program Purpose Benefit Description 

Deadline to 

Apply 

Program Specific 

Requirements 

All ages To provide access 

to Educational 

Assessments that 

identify Students’ 

additional 

assistance needs 

and provide 

recommendations 

for an Education 

Program that fits 

their learning 

development 

needs.  

Before any funds are spent, the 

Manager must approve the full cost of 

an Education Assessment. See Section 5 

related to Educational Assessment 

confidentiality.  

A Guardian wishing to apply is strongly 

encouraged to speak to their child’s 

educator before applying, to discuss the 

child’s learning development progress.  

 

Ongoing, 

no deadline 

• A Guardian may request 

an alternative 

Educational Assessment 

provider. The Manager 

must approve the 

alternate provider before 

any funds are spent.  

• The provider must be a 

registered psychologist 

with a license under their 

designated provincial or 

state authority. 

3. Graduation Grant Program  

Eligible 

Students 
Program Purpose Benefit Description 

Deadline to 

Apply 

Program Specific 

Requirements 

Grade 12 

students 

To celebrate grade 

12 graduation and 

support related 

expenses.  

$750 for each Grade 12 student for:  

a) graduation dinners, galas, boat 

cruises; 

b) purchases or rentals of 

graduation clothing, suits, or 

dresses;  

Apply 

during the 

School Year 

Receipts not required. 

 



   

nəwəy̓əł Kindergarten to Grade 12 Programs Policy (2025) 7
  

c) graduation photos; and 

d) events organized by the school 

or parents for the graduation 

class. 

4. Graduation Awards Program  

Eligible 

Students 
Program Purpose Benefit Description 

Deadline to 

Apply 

Program Specific 

Requirements 

Grade 12 

students 

To encourage and 

celebrate the 

pursuit of 

education and 

academic 

achievements. This 

program provides 

an award to each 

student who 

graduates high 

school or obtains 

an equivalent 

certificate. 

$500 for obtaining: 

a) School Completion Certificate 

(Evergreen Certificate); or 

b) Adult Graduation Diploma (Adult 

Dogwood), or equivalent; or 

c) Certificate of Graduation 

(Dogwood Diploma), equivalent. 

 

Ongoing Applicants must include with 

the application form a 

photocopy or emailed copy 

of the official transcript.  

5. Student Allowances Program  

Eligible 

Students 
Program Purpose Benefit Description 

Deadline to 

Apply 

Program Specific 

Requirements 

Grade 7 – 

12 

students 

To promote 

attendance at 

Education 

Programs and 

improve education 

outcomes for 

Students during the 

school year.  

Paid monthly. Allowance rates are set in 

the Instructional Support Services 

Regulation.  

Retroactive payments are only 

permitted in the calendar year when 

the application is received. Example: A 

grade 7 Student applies in February. 

They are retroactively paid for January 

to February. They are not paid for 

September to December.  

Ongoing  TFN expects that in many 

cases, the allowance will be 

paid directly to the Student.  

Open to all Tsawwassen Students 
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Education Support Programs 

1. Advocate Support Program  

Eligible 

Students 
Program Purpose Benefit Description 

Deadline to 

Apply 

Program Specific 

Requirements 

All ages To provide general 

advocacy for 

Students who 

require support 

both in and outside 

the classroom.  

Advocate support can include: 

• support developing and 

implementing education plans 

and assessments,  

• regular engagement with 

teachers to assess progress; 

and  

• counselling support.  

 

Ongoing Guardians are encouraged to 

contact the Education 

Program Assistant to discuss 

available support options.  

2. Tutoring Program  

Eligible 

Students 
Program Purpose Benefit Description 

Deadline to 

Apply 

Program Specific 

Requirements 

Grades 1 -

12 

To provide 

additional tutoring 

support for 

Students seeking 

extra support 

during the school 

year.   

Tutoring services are provided in person 

at the q̀əʔis məstiməxʷəwtxʷ (Youth 

Center). 

Students may access an Education 

Assistant and after-school support 

outside their regular school schedule. 

Ongoing q̀əʔis məstiməxʷəwtxʷ staff 

will meet with a Guardian to 

assess the Tsawwassen 

students’ tutoring needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


